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Graduation Program

Foundation High School Program

 Beginning with the 2014-2015 school year, the state  
adopted a new graduation plan known as the 
Foundation High School Program. 

 The program consists of 22 credits with the 
opportunity to earn 4 additional credits (for a total of 
26 credits) in one of the endorsement areas.  In 
addition, a student may earn the Distinguished Level 
of Achievement as well as Performance 
Acknowledgments by completing certain additional 
requirements.



State Graduation 
Requirements

Foundation High School Program
Without endorsements

22 credits

Foundation High School Program
With one or more endorsements

26 credits

Foundation High School Program
Distinguished level of Achievement

At least one endorsement 
26 credits 



Foundation High School Program 
without endorsements-22 credits

 ELA – 4 Credits 

 Math – 3 Credits 

 Science – 3 Credits 

 Social Studies – 3 Credits 

 LOTE (Language other than English) - 2 Credits 
(In the same LOTE or Computer Programming Language) 

 Fine Arts- 1 Credit 

 Physical Education – 1 Credit 

 Electives- 5 Credits (to include Technology Application (1) and Professional 
Communication(1))



Foundation High School Program 
with endorsements-26 credits

 ELA – 4 Credits 

 Math – 4 Credits 

 Science –4 Credits 

 Social Studies – 3 Credits 

 LOTE (Language other than English) - 2 Credits 
(In the same LOTE or Computer Programming 
Language) 

 Fine Arts- 1 Credit 

 Physical Education – 1 Credit 

 Electives- 7 Credits (to include technology 
application and Professional Communication)

Curriculum requirements for one or 
more endorsements

1  Arts and Humanities
2  Business and industry
3  Public Services
4  STEM
5  Multidisciplinary Studies

A student may earn a Distinguished 
level of Achievement by successfully 
completing:

• FHSP
• Complete at least one endorsement
• 4 Credits in Science
• 4 Credits in Math, to include Algebra II



WHAT IS AN ENDORSEMENT?

An endorsement is a career pathway.

 1.Arts and Humanities
 2.Business and Industry
 3. Public Service
 4.STEM
 5.Multidisciplinary Studies

An endorsement must be selected prior to 
entering the 9th grade.



Endorsement #1   
Arts and Humanities

Includes courses directly related to:
 Political Science
 World Languages
 Cultural studies
 English Literature
 History 
 Fine Arts



Endorsement #2  
Business & Industry     

Includes courses directly related to:
Accounting Information Technology
Communications Architecture
Finance Construction
HVAC Graphic Design
Marketing Logistics
Agricultural Science Welding
Automotive Technology Database Management



Endorsement #3     
Public Services 

Includes courses directly related to:

 Health Sciences and Occupations
 Education and Training
 Law Enforcement
 Human Services



Endorsement #4           
STEM   

Includes courses directly related to:

 Science 
 Technology 
 Engineering
 Advanced Math

Algebra 2, Chemistry, and Physics are required courses for this 
endorsement.



Endorsement #5
Multidisciplinary Studies  

 Allows a student to select courses 
from the curriculum of each 
endorsement area and earn credits in 
a variety of advanced courses from 
multiple content areas sufficient to 
complete the distinguished level of 
achievement.





CTE Clusters by Endorsement

Arts & Humanities

-- None ---

Business & Industry

Public Services

Multidisciplinary Studies

--- None ---

STEM


